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Retired Judge James Schneider, standing in the sixth-floor Bar Library, talks about the need to renovate and save the Clarence Mitch- 
ell Courthouse and its more than a century of treasures. 


White marble palace, 
now a little shabby 


Run-down Mitchell Courthouse holds a century of treasures, drama 


By TIM PRUDENTE 
The Baltimore Sun 


Many people enter Maryland’s busiest 
courthouse unaware they are stepping on 
an Italian mosaic, leaning against Numid- 
ian marble, and waiting under the gaze of 
the sage Confucius, the emperor Justinian 
and the Prophet Muhammad. 

Baltimore jurors might miss the mural 
of ancient lawmakers in the Clarence M. 
Mitchell Jr. Courthouse, just as they miss 
the scars of gunfire in its walls. A century 
of tales lies in the court’s overlooked 
grandeur. 

City judges are trying again to renovate 
or replace the 18-year-old Mitchell Court- 
house and a younger, 85-year-old court- 
house across Calvert Street. State officials 
asked last year for plans from private 
developers. A report on the responses — 
and the cost of change — is expected in 
early 2018, said Rachelina Bonacci, spokes- 
woman for the Maryland Stadium Author- 
ity. 

See COURTHOUSE, page 11 


The St. Paul Street side of the Clarence Mitchell Courthouse gets some afternoon sun- 
light. The courthouse opened in 1900. 


Arctic cold snap 
creates icy headaches 


Frigid weather gripping the eastern two-thirds of U.S. 


From wire services 


New Year’s Eve partygoers best bundle 
up. 

As 2017 turns to 2018, the most frigid 
New Year’s weather in decades will 
infiltrate the eastern two-thirds of the 
nation. 

Already winter-weary parts of the 
Midwest and East Coast are dealing with a 
mounting number of weather-related 
headaches, from highway pileups to 
frozen pipes and arash of car thefts. 

And there’s more to come. Tempera- 
tures could fall into the single digits as far 
south as Oklahoma and sink to zero or 
below Friday night in Nebraska and Iowa 
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MARYLAND 


RED CROSS FIRE: A fire at a Red Cross 
facility in Northwest Baltimore led to brief 
delays in the delivery of blood products and 
transfusions for some patients. NEWS PG 2 


NATION & WORLD 


SUE GRAFTON DIES: Sue Grafton, author 
of the popular alphabet series of murder 
mysteries, has died of cancer at age 77, 
carrying the series up to “Y?” NEWS PG 12 


TODAY’S WEATHER 


CLOUDY, CHANCE OF SNOW 


16 


LOW 


and remain there for at least three days. 

There is a chance of light snow this 
morning in Baltimore, and the bitter cold 
temperatures of the last couple of days are 
expected to continue, with temperatures 
in the single digits registering on Sunday. 

“It’s pretty unusual to get that long of a 
streak where it’s completely below zero,” 
said Iowa’s State Climatologist Harry 
Hillaker. “Historically, that doesn’t hap- 
pen very often in Des Moines.” 

The Pacific Northwest and northern 
Rockies braced for storms forecasters 
warned could bring several feet of moun- 
tain snow and freezing rain. 

Bitter temperatures and snow squalls 
See FREEZE, page Il 
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Partly sunny Sunday SPORTS PG 12 
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House 
race Is 
p oong 


§ pricey 


Contenders for Md’s 
6th District willing to 
spend personal funds 


By JOHN FRITZE 
The Baltimore Sun 


WASHINGTON - The race for U.S. Rep. 
John Delaney’s open seat in the House of 
Representatives will be the most closely 
watched congressional contest in Maryland 
next year. 

It’s also shaping up to be one of the 
nation’s most expensive. 

Two wealthy candidates running for the 
state’s 6th Congressional District — Democ- 
rat David Trone and Republican Amie 
Hoeber — have both spent millions of their 
own money in previous campaigns and are 
now competing in a crowded race that may 
mark their last opportunity to claim a 
House seat for years. 

Add to that one of the nation’s most 
expensive media markets and a midterm 
election that may be defined more by 
President Donald J. Trump than the 
candidates themselves, and analysts see the 
potential for sticker shock. “My guess is 
you'll see a lot of money go in there because 
I think it'll be a big priority” for both parties, 
said Brad Bannon, a Democratic political 
consultant. 

Trone, co-owner of a national liquor 
retailer, spent more than $14 million in his 
bid for the neighboring 8th Congressional 
District last year — a sum that helped to 
make the race the most expensive House 
contest in the nation in 2016, according to 
the Center for Responsive Politics. The 
nonpartisan group said Trone gave more to 
his campaign than any other self-funded 
candidate except Trump. 

By comparison, Sen. Chris Van Hollen, a 
Democrat, spent $115 million to run a 
successful statewide campaign in the same 
election cycle. 

That kind of money alone could put 
See 6TH DISTRICT, page 10 
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